PRODUCTION  AND  THE  IDEOLOGICAL  SUPERSTRUCTURE
to be found among the Hurons and the Iroquois in North
America, the Garos in India and a few Malay tribes,1
and there is nothing, says Grosse, to justify the opinion
that it can ever have been general. Yet, even if this
should have been the case, it was, in spite of " woman's
economic superiority", very soon superseded by the
patriarchate, the supremacy of man. Succession and
kinship may be based on descent from the mother's side,
for the natural reason that only this descent is visibly
evident and unquestionable, yet this institution or
custom is independent of position and power ; the mother
derives no rights from it; as Grosse says, " the inherit-
ance reverts to the mother's side, but the mother herself
is only a part of the inheritance ". 2
Agriculture seems to have come into existence in
some such manner as the following. The women of
hunting and cattle-breeding tribes naturally collected
wild fruits wherever they were available; in fertile
regions they probably did so regularly, thus acquiring
notions of seed and harvest. In course of time they
began to assist nature in her work, planting fruit trees
1  Spencer makes mention of matriarchy among the Kokks in the Hima-
layas, of the better social position of women on the Tonga Islands, and a
few other cases.    Cf. H. Spencer, Principles of Sociology, vol. iii. p. 414.
These isolated cases serve only to prove that, notwithstanding identical
conditions of production, we may find the most widely varying ideas and
institutions.
2  Exaggerated opinions as to the expansion and importance of the
matriarchal state are due to J. J. Bachofen's work, Das Mutterrecht* sine
Untersuchung uber die GynaekokraMe der alien Welt nock ihrer religiosen
und rechtlichen Bedeutung (Stuttgart, 1861).    Bachofen's conclusions are,
almost without exception, hased on passages from Greek and Roman authors
who habitually resorted to rumours and hearsay, had no idea of critical
investigation, and whose reports cannot be verified.   Bachofen's theory is
not confirmed by scientific research.
His work is important, because he opened out new paths and was the
pioneer of comparative jurisprudence.
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